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Many in the real estate industry remember the profound impact that
COVID-19 had during its first few months in the United States. Sellers
pulled their listings, would-be homebuyers halted their searches, and agents
were forced to find a way to adapt to the uncomfortable and unprecedented
circumstances they were facing. One real estate broker, Maryam Samini,
chose not only to adapt, but to take the bull by the horns and break down
barriers that had been holding her back for so long.
Though she later discovered that a career in real
estate checked all of the boxes for what she was
looking for professionally, the industry was not
initially on Maryam’s radar. She earned an undergraduate degree in political science and then went
on to law school, where she earned her Juris
Doctorate. While she originally planned to practice
law, Maryam instead found a passion for teaching
it. “I ended up working with a lot of inner-city
kids and people from very disadvantaged backgrounds — people with whom I otherwise might
not have crossed paths, and that was really pivotal
for me. Life changing, actually,” she says.
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Maryam’s interest in real estate was piqued in
2010 when the economy was tanking. Her neighbor, a partner at Surterre Properties who knew of
Maryam’s legal background, encouraged her to get
her broker’s license. “It wasn’t so much that I had
a passion all along for real estate, but once I got
into it, it became very apparent pretty quickly that
it perfectly aligned with and complemented my
existing skill set: my background in law, negotiating
on behalf of my clients, and ease with navigating a
contract and using it both as a sword and a shield
to protect my clients’ best interests,” Maryam
says. She earned her broker’s license in 2010 and
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transitioned into real estate, although
she continued teaching law for the next
five years. In those five years, her real
estate career steadily grew, and in 2015,
Maryam opted to stop teaching and focus
100 percent of her efforts toward this
part of her life.
For a few years, Maryam was Broker of
Record and legal advisor for a top-performing team at a local brokerage in
Corona Del Mar, then an agent for
another local, top team. Finally, in 2020,
after 10 years of working under someone
else’s umbrella, Maryam decided it was
time for her to start her own team.
“After the pandemic hit, for the first time
in forever, I was forced to pause. I’m
usually go, go, go. In that pause, I started
to reflect on whether I’m being authentic
to where I am in my life right now and
in my career. I realized that I absolutely
wasn’t,” Maryam says. “I realized that, at
this juncture, with this level of experience, I shouldn’t apologize for wanting
more and believing in myself to be able
to say, ‘Hey, I don’t need to be someone’s
number two. I can actually step forward
and own that space in my own right.’
It was time. I just felt like, ‘If not now,
when?’ It was time to double down on
myself, if you will.”

This realization was further cemented when
Maryam reconnected with Nikisa Razban, an agent
she’d worked with at a brokerage years before.
When they crossed paths again in 2020, Maryam
and Nikisa both found themselves at a place in their
lives where they were ready for a change.
“We realized, ‘You know what? It’s time to hang out
our own shingle and deliver the kind of concierge
service we know we can provide and be authentic
to who we are,” Maryam says. The Samini Razban
Group of First Team-Christie’s International Real
Estate was born in October 2020 and has had great
success. Maryam is a contributing member of the
Forbes Real Estate Council. She and Nikisa are
looking forward to growing their team in 2021.
As a single mother, Maryam said she wouldn’t be
where she is today without the support of her children, her son Arya, a college student in New York,
and her daughter Sara, a high school freshman.
Maryam gives credit to her ex-husband and children’s father, too, with whom she still has a very
close co-parenting relationship and friendship.
It’s been said that we are only confined by the
walls we build ourselves. Maryam encourages
anyone looking for a change in their own lives to
follow their heart. “Despite the madness that was
2020, this leap of faith that I took, for the first
time, has changed my life for the better and I have
no regrets whatsoever,” Maryam says. “Follow
your heart, because that’s your North Star.”

MARYAM SAMINI, J.D.
Co-Founder & Broker
MARYAM@SAMINIRAZBANGROUP.COM
949-422-3688 | LIC. # 01886106
WWW.SAMINIRAZBANGROUP.COM
4 CORPORATE PLAZA DRIVE #100 | Newport Beach. CA 92660
COPYRIGHT BY N2 PUBLISHING AND MAY NOT BE COPIED OR REPRODUCED WITHOUT PRIOR, WRITTEN APPROVAL

